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1. Why are you running for your respective office?    
I am running for State Assembly to fight for a safe, prosperous and sustainable North County. Our region 
deserves a representative in Sacramento, who not only reflects our values, but also has a record of 
accomplishments on vital issues in our region. I have the right combination of experience, temperament and 
track record to ensure clean air and water; protect our beaches, parks, trails and open space; protect 
women’s rights; create the jobs for the workforce of today and tomorrow; achieve real housing affordability; 
and protect our most vulnerable. 
 
2. What do you feel are the three biggest issues facing the 76th Assembly District, and as a member of the state 
assembly, how would you work to solve or deal with those issues at the state level? 

1. Housing diversity will give residents a shot at living in the place they call home. I have been a 
champion of housing compatible with our neighborhoods for teachers and firefighters, our seniors, 
young professionals and hard-working families on the City Council. In the State Assembly, I will 
ensure that we address the root causes of our housing affordability crisis in our region, rather than 
putting a bandaid for the next generation to fix. 

2. Thriving local businesses are the key to increasing prosperity for all North County residents. As a 
small business owner myself, I understand how market trends are affecting the vitality of our local 
businesses. In Sacramento, I will ensure our small businesses succeed by simplifying how we do 
business in California, while expanding training programs with our clean, bio and high tech 
businesses to educate the workforce of today and tomorrow for good-paying careers in our region. 

3. Protecting our spectacular natural resources is key to ensuring the quality of life in our region. On 
the City Council, I have voted to increase funding for open space, trails, parks, and protected our 
coastline, especially with an eye to the impact of sea level rise. In the State Assembly, I will hold 
polluters accountable, increase the electric vehicle fast charging network, and protect our beautiful 
coastline.  

 
3. The issue of housing affordability has been a focus on several cities in the district. What would you propose to do 
to address the issue at the state level, independent of the action the legislature has already taken? Is there any action 
that you would reverse? 
One of the reasons I decided to run for State Assembly is because once elected to the City Council, I saw laws 
that helped San Diego, LA and San Francisco, but did little to create real housing affordability in a 
high-land-value coastal district. For example, the requirement to build on vacant land for housing element 
sites, does not consider built-out cities or proximity to transit. If elected, I will champion housing policies that 



 

will avoid the one-size-fits-all requirements and will produce the housing diversity that our communities need 
for our young professionals, seniors, teachers and firefighters to thrive.  
 
4. Where do you stand on SB1 and do you support the efforts to repeal it and require future gas tax increases to be 
voted on by the people? 
California voters have an important decision to make regarding SB1. The issues of our transportation 
infrastructure, which include ensuring safe roads and bridges, are very real, as is the issue of affordability in 
our beautiful state. I will always respect the voice of the voters, and will work to find solutions that will work 
for every resident of my district.  
 
5. What is your position on offshore drilling, and what stance would you take against the federal government's 
easing of restrictions off of California's coastline? 
I voted on the Encinitas City Council to oppose offshore drilling. Offshore drilling jeopardizes public safety, 
the environment, and the quality of life of our coastal communities. In the State Assembly, I will join my 
colleagues in doing whatever necessary to ensure that offshore drilling will not endanger our beautiful 
coastline.  
 
6. What can the state do to assist in supporting homeless veterans? 
Homelessness is one of our most challenging and complex issues, and I believe government can best address 
the multiple causes of homelessness -- especially among veterans -- by partnering with the strong non-profit 
organizations to effect real change. On the City Council, we funded a program like this that resulted in 
helping 25% of our homeless into permanent housing, 20% of whom were homeless veterans. In Sacramento, 
I will champion increased funding for the services our veterans rely on, including after-service transition 
programs for jobs, housing, healthcare and community involvement. Those who have risked their lives 
fighting to protect our democracy deserve to be honored.  
 
7. Republicans are in the minority in the legislature, but the 76th district is one where Republican and Democratic 
voter registration numbers are close. How do you propose to carry the wishes of those constituents to Sacramento? 
I strongly believe by working together on issues where we have common ground we can achieve better 
outcomes. Our region deserves an Assemblymember who reflects the values of our district, from fiscal 
responsibility to a strong ability to protect our environment. If elected, I will give everyone a seat at the table 
and ensure that we have state laws that best serve our region. 
 
8. What has the dynamic been like running against a fellow Democrat? 
It is a unique situation considering the voter registration of our district. To be honest we are focusing all of 
our energy on running a strong grassroots campaign that talks to as many voters – from all political parties – 
as possible. We are proud that we are supported by an unprecedented number of organizations, such as 
teachers, sheriffs, firefighters and the Sierra Club. 
 

9. Public K-12 schools have had major budget issues, even in affluent San Diego districts? What would you do as an 
assembly member to address the issue of school funding? 



California still needs to invest in fully funded public education (pre-K to higher education) to ensure that the 
next generation of Californians will have a world-class education, be able to compete in a global marketplace, 
and be paid a fair wage. In the State Assembly, I think it is important that we see a return on investment of 
our tax dollars, and increasing funding for public education is a large part of this equation. As the new 
Governor comes in, I assume there will be some shifting in the budget priorities and I will work to ensure that 
fully funding public education is at the top of the list. 
 
10. You often hear the statistic that the state has built more prisons that colleges by a factor of 22 over the past few 
decades? What can the state, and you as assembly member, do to prioritize funding and development of the state's 
public college system? 
Funding for public higher education is a long-term investment in our future workforce. As someone who 
attended UC Berkeley and worked three jobs to pay for my $800 per semester tuition, I see that option is 
out-of-reach for so many Californians today. We need to reinvigorate this conversation and make sure that 
Californians have access to affordable public higher education. As I said before, as the new Governor comes 
in, budget priorities are likely to shift and I will strongly advocate for increasing funding for public higher 
education. 
 


