Name: Matt Hall
Age: 70
Current elected position (if applicable): Mayor
of Carlsbad
Occupation (if applicable): Business Owner
With the city so close to build out, what specific
policy or actions can the City Council take to
create more affordable housing opportunities?
Since Carlsbad voters adopted our Growth
Management Plan, Carlsbad has been zoned for
and built 15% affordable housing. I will continue
to enforce this requirement. Unlike my opponent, I oppose state-mandated
increases in housing density, including high-rise residential units.
San Diego County holds tremendous power over the McClellan-Palomar
Airport. Including the recent actions taken by the City Council, and assuming
the master plan update is not passed by the Board of Supervisors prior to the
election, how can you and the council work toward bringing a fair deal to the
city and residents?
I have strong working relationships with all members of the Board of Supervisors,
and will use those relationships to ensure our city and residents are protected.
Unlike my opponent, I opposed the attempt by Sacramento politicians to shift
regional airport planning from the Airport Authority, on which we have strong
representation, to the Port Commission, on which we have no representation.
Homelessness is a major issue throughout San Diego County and in Carlsbad.
The Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) is a success, but are there any other
options or strategies to address the issue? Are shelters on city abandoned or
unused property a consideration?
Carlsbad has become a regional model of effective and compassionate solutions to
this challenge, which are centered on one-on-one support. I do not favor
construction of shelters in Carlsbad, however, I am very supportive of programs
such as Solutions for Change and others focused on providing real housing solutions.
The issue of single-use plastics is becoming more prominent as many
municipalities, and California, have banned plastic bags and not looking at
single-use plastic straws. What is your position on single-use plastic straws,
what should the city do about it (if anything) and if action is taken to enforce a
ban, how do you work with businesses (and residents) to ease the burden?
Restaurants should follow recently enacted state law that requires providing straws
only upon request. For residents, I’m proud of our city’s recent partnership with I
Love a Clean San Diego to promote sustainable practices by providing bamboo
utensils and stainless steel straws as an alternative to single use plastics.

Earlier this year, Carlsbad discussed an anti-gun violence resolution. Recently,
the Del Mar Fairgrounds board voted to suspend the Crossroads of the West
Gun Show in 2019. What is your position on the board’s decision, and if
Carlsbad should reconsider the resolution, regarding a constitutionally
protected right?
I’m a strong supporter of local control to ensure residents have control over the
direction of our city. As a corollary to that approach, I respect the right of other
public agencies to control their own policies and priorities.

