
The Coast News – Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Name: Elizabeth Warren 
 
Age: 59 
 
Occupation: Journalist / Community Advocate 
 
Education: College Graduate 
 
Previous Government experience: Community organizer / Public policy advocate 
 

1. Why are you running for your respective office? 
I'm a wife, mother, journalist and activist. I began my career as a newspaper reporter 

and have been a journalist my entire life. I’ve also been involved in my 
community. Years in the trenches as a fierce defender of environmental, 
economic and social justice at the local, state and national levels convinced me 
that the only way to ensure lasting positive change was for regular people like me 
to get involved in the political process.  

 
My decision to run springs from a desire to better serve my district and my state. I know 

firsthand the hardships that many working families face today—the reality of 
living on a shoestring, turning the thermostat up or down to save money, 
shopping at thrift and consignment stores, and clipping coupons to stretch an 
already meager grocery budget.  

 
In 2008 we lost our home in the mortgage crisis and had to convince landlords we 

deserved to rent from them. It was a humbling experience—and one I wouldn’t 
trade for anything. Now that we are homeowners once again I have vowed to 
help others who long for that security and are struggling to provide their families 
with a decent life in these difficult times.  

 
California (and the nation) are at a critical crossroads right now, and the direction we 

take could well determine the future of life as we know it. I am optimistic that we 
can turn this ship around--if we have the political courage and the right people in 
office.  

And turn it around we must—for the sake of our kids and grandkids.  
 
Allowing the current situation to continue is not an option. I have never held public 

office, but I have been a national grassroots organizing leader and have worked 
in areas of public policy for nearly a decade. I have served on volunteer boards, 
but what I think best qualifies me for State Assembly is my background as a 
successful organizing leader.  

 



I’ve been told my greatest strength is that I can bring diverse groups of stakeholders to 
the table to create working alliances. Knowing how to effectively build coalitions 
is a key skill set for a legislator. I have a reputation for inspiring cooperation 
because I go into every group project with the attitude: it’s not about winning—it’s 
about reaching our shared objective. I believe in being respectful and giving 
others the space to share their needs and concerns and figure out how to 
balance sometimes competing agendas, so that in the end, everyone feels good 
about the outcome. I entered this race because I have a passion for economic, 
social and environmental justice. 

 
 

2. What do you feel are the three biggest issues facing the 76th Assembly District, 
and as a member of the state assembly, how would you work to solve or deal 
with those issues at the state level? 

1. Stronger Communities:  
☑ Economic investments & opportunities: spending local tax dollars to create local jobs and 

stimulate local economies. Funding for public projects should support our local 
businesses and good-paying local jobs.  

☑ Help to implement “Buy local” incentives. We must work to strengthen our local 
economies to provide local jobs, reduce commuting, and cut down the need to have as 
many goods trucked in. These measures will have a net positive effect on climate by 
reducing the number of cars and trucks on the road—and the carbon they emit.  

☑ Ending rate-payer rip-offs. Public utility companies and the regulatory agencies charged 
with their oversight should each be held accountable and not allowed to raise rates 
without answering to ratepayers and taxpayers for their spending and executive 
compensation. We must stop the practice of rubber stamping “pass through” charges to 
protect utility company profits, when ratepayer wages and retiree and disability incomes 
remain unchanged.  

☑ Compassionate, community-based solutions to address homelessness. California 
should support those working in our communities to serve residents in need of temporary 
and bridge housing—especially our children and homeless veterans. The state must be 
supportive—not heavy handed in how we work with agencies and individuals who 
already know what they need. 

 
2. Quality of Life:  

☑ Guaranteed HEALTHCARE for all: Move towards a single-payer “Medicare for all” plan.  
☑ Closing Corporate Loophole in Prop. 13: It’s long past time to correct Prop. 13’s gross 

disparity between individual & corporate property tax rates with reform that requires 
lucrative corporations to pay market rates. Studies suggest this move, alone, could 
generate more than $10 billion in revenues for the State of California – money that can 
be reinvested into our local schools, universities, and public services.  

☑ The Fight for $15 and more: A $15 minimum wage is a start, but it is not a living wage in 
California. We must scale up to a living wage and close the gender pay gap. 

 



3. Hope for Tomorrow:  
☑ Fully funding Public education: K-12, Public Colleges and Universities 

☑ Addressing climate change: Finding practical solutions to the water shortage; transitioning 
our cities to clean, renewable energy sources; supporting public infrastructure projects.  

☑ Reduce waste. Recycling is not enough. We must tackle single-use plastic items as well as 
household, tech, and clothing items that market around “planned obsolescence”.  

 
 
 

4. The issue of housing affordability has been a focus on several cities in the 
district. What would you propose to do to address the issue at the state 
level, independent of the action the legislature has already taken? Is there 
any action that you would reverse? 

California is in the midst of a housing crisis: we have record breaking 
homelessness, and those who are housed are finding it harder and harder 
to stay in their homes or apartments and make ends meet—as rents are 
skyrocketing with no end in sight. 

 
Each community is facing its own unique set of challenges. I support repealing 

the Costa-Hawkings Rental Housing Act, so that each City has the 
flexibility to tackle their own housing issues as they see fit.  

 
5. Where do you stand on SB1 and do you support the efforts to repeal it and 

require future gas tax increases to be voted on by the people? 
I supported the goal of SB 1—rebuilding our roads and bridges—but I did not 

support the funding mechanism that SB 1 was built on. I fundamentally 
oppose the Gas Tax and other regressive forms of taxation because the 
burden is often shifted onto the backs of our working families. In 
California, our neighbors, our students, our veterans, and our seniors are 
ALREADY being nickel and dimed into poverty. That’s unconscionable, 
particularly in a State that Legislative Leaders tout as the “5th Largest 
Economy in the World”.  

 
In the past, we’ve also seen money earmarked for Transportation projects 

redirected to other parts of the budget. Voters need to trust that their 
taxpayer dollars are being wisely spent and invested. To that end, we 
need improved transparency and Government accountability—and lower 
taxes for our working families. If elected, I will not support regressive taxes 
that hit our working families the hardest.  

 
6. What is your position on offshore drilling, and what stance would you take 

against the federal government's easing of restrictions off of California's 
coastline? 



I oppose offshore drilling, and will fight Federal plans to ease restrictions off of 
California’s precious coastline.  

 
7. What can the state do to assist in supporting homeless veterans? 

Our Service men and women put their lives on the line for our Country and our 
freedom, and deserve to live out their lives with respect and dignity. 

 
The challenges that plague our homeless Veterans go beyond the absence of a 

roof over their heads. Our Vets often face challenges that can stem from 
poverty, lack of job training, lack of access to affordable housing, and/or 
substance abuse, physical injuries, mental health issues that stem from 
service-related trauma.  We cannot and must not treat those who’ve 
served this country honorably as if they are disposable, simply because 
battlefield trauma interferes with their ability to function. They have earned 
the right to expect our gratitude—and our support. Letting any veteran go 
homeless or hungry or without medical care is not acceptable in California.  

 
We must think outside of the box, and strive to provide holistic support for 
our Vets that help them reach their full potential. And that means we have 
to confront our homelessness problem head-on. California has a housing 
crisis—on that we can all agree. More than 25% of the U.S. homeless 
population live in California. We must not criminalize homelessness, or its 
underlying factors. We must use emergency funds for emergency housing 
and services, treating every individual with respect and providing support 
to ease the transition from homeless to permanent housing for every 
person who wants it.  
 
In the short-term, we must offer portable restrooms and wash stations, 
and greater access to shelters and foodbanks. Personal safety and 
access to hygiene for every human being—regardless of their housing 
status—should be priorities for our communities that we as a state 
support.  
 
State lawmakers must incentivize communities, counties, nonprofits, and 
yes, corporate stakeholders, to seek responsible solutions together.  

 
8.  Republicans are in the minority in the legislature, but the 76th district is 

one where Republican and Democratic voter registration numbers are 
close. How do you propose to carry the wishes of those constituents to 
Sacramento? 

I’m running for election to the California State Assembly to represent the 
PEOPLE of my District – not to represent a Political Party or Special 
Interests.  

 



I am planning to vote based on the issues and my constituents, not based on 
Party preferences or “pay to play” politics.  

 
I intend to focus heavily on community outreach to engage constituents across 

my district on the issues that matter most to them.  
 

 
9. What has the dynamic been like running against a fellow Democrat? 

 
I think our platforms are different enough so that the voters can judge us by our 

positions on the issues. But if you want more, the issue that has had the 
biggest impact on the  dynamic of our race is not that we’re both 
Democrats—but that my opponent is being bankrolled by Sacramento 
insiders. And it’s those very insiders who “set the bar” for determining 
candidate viability at how much money one raises—essentially setting the 
rules of the game and then rigging it so they can control the outcome.  
 

Special Interests are spending hundreds of thousands of dollars in an effort to 
buy this seat—just to elect a candidate who won’t make waves. They 
spent a fortune in the primary to come in second place—and they doubled 
down the day after the election when they heard I won.  
 
My opponent and I agreed to keep the race clean and issue focused, but 
our latest financial reporting shows that my opponent has already spent 
more than $20,000 on political dirty tricks—challenging my ballot 
designation, costing me time off the campaign trail as well as money. I 
represented myself in court, arguing against one of the top political law 
firms in Sacramento—and won. Because I had truth on my side. 
 
I was prepared for dirty tricks from across the aisle, but curiously, the only 
attacks on me have come from Democrats—because I insist on being 
objective about the issues and reaching across the aisle to find solutions.  

 
I am determined to win on the issues. I won’t take cheap shots at my opponent, 

but I sure as heck will call it out when her campaign takes a swipe at me. 
I’ve been endorsed by community leaders and elected officials as well as 
civic and environmental groups locally and statewide, because I’m running 
on a platform of integrity, accountability, and transparency. I will listen, 
work hard, and do my very best to serve the residents of the 76th 
Assembly District. And I’m the only candidate in the race running a 
grassroots, clean money campaign. I signed the “no fossil fuel money 
pledge” and have rejected  donations from both the political machine and 
the corporate lobbyists who rule Sacramento with their checkbooks. That’s 
the difference between us.  

 



 
10.Public K-12 schools have had major budget issues, even in affluent San 

Diego districts? What would you do as an assembly member to address 
the issue of school funding? 

Education is one of my top priorities, because I believe education is the great 
equalizer. It’s also how societies grow and prosper. Investing in our kids is 
an investment in California’s FUTURE. The best thing we can do for this 
state is to help every kid reach their full potential.  
Continuing inadequate funding (and the resulting budget cuts) have left 
our public schools struggling to serve the individual needs of students and 
unable to face the unique challenges presented within different districts. 
To provide a quality education, and help our kids meet their full potential, 
we must commit to truly funding our public education—not just talk about 
“fully funding” it. Article IX of our California Constitution guaranteed every 
child the right to a good education. The California Supreme Court affirmed 
education is a fundamental right. By closing giant corporate tax loopholes 
(without penalizing homeowners) the California State Legislature can 
restore funding of our public schools to pre-Proposition 13 levels. I want to 
be a part of this solution when I am elected to the Legislature.  

 
11.You often hear the statistic that the state has built more prisons than 

colleges by a factor of 22 over the past few decades? What can the state, 
and you as assembly member, do to prioritize funding and development of 
the state's public college system? 

Budgets are statements of our values and priorities. By investing more into 
incarceration than education, California’s Law Makers have demonstrated 
they have severely misplaced priorities. At $75,560, housing a prisoner in 
California now costs more than sending a student to Harvard for one year.  

 
We must reinvest in California’s promise of Higher Education because it’s an 

investment in our state’s future. That is going to take political courage and 
political will. Our kids should not have to take on life-crippling debt just to 
get a college degree. As your State Legislator I will fight for more funding 
for our public schools and Universities, as well as look for ways to work 
with our businesses, to support trade and apprenticeship programs and 
other creative solutions that create pathways to self-sufficiency for every 
student, while also strengthening our local economies. 


